
Racing car you can grow visits Norfolk

A racing car constructed largely from plants will visit Norfolk tomorrow during a science session for 30 gifted and talented year 10 science students.  
The Teacher Scientist Network (TSN) event will feature the car, whose shell is made from hemp, the tyres from potatoes and the brake pads from cashew nut shells. It also does 0-60 in under four seconds even though it runs entirely on bio-fuels and bio-lubricants.
This is the second session of the ‘Science for Tomorrow’ series organised by the Teacher Scientist Network at the John Innes Centre. ‘Science for Tomorrow’ gives pupils a unique opportunity to explore the very topical subject of Bioenergy. The first session included presentations about Bioenergy in the context of climate change and a fermentation practical activity. 
When Dr. Phil Smith, coordinator of TSN first heard about the car visiting the Eden Project in April he was keen to include it in the activities of Science for Tomorrow. “The car is a great example of the potential that plants can offer in the future. We hope it will help inspire the next generation of scientists to explore and expand the limits of science and technology. Already they have heard about biofuels and the potential they offer and here is an example of theory put into practice. Both the car and its project manager are coming over especially for the event on Wednesday. This is an excellent example of the real-life applications of plant science and engineering.”

Known as Eco One, the car has been developed by the Warwick Innovative Manufacturing Research Centre (at the University of Warwick).

Timings: The event will provide potential for interesting photo/film opportunities although unfortunately insurance issues prevent the car from being driven. 

Pupils working in lab (10 - 11.15) and receiving other presentations before 12:00

Pupils working with Eco One between 12:00 and 13:00. Activities will include a quiz matching plant products with car parts, an opportunity to meet the young project manager Ben Wood (studying for his Engineering Doctorate at WIMRC) and a presentation about the car and its development

Contacts
Dr. Phil Smith can be contacted in advance on 01603 450304, or enquiries on the day to Zoe Dunford, 01603 255111 / zoe.dunford@bbsrc.ac.uk
Notes for editors

1. The Teacher Scientist Network is an educational charity striving to enhance science teaching across Norfolk. Further details at http://www.tsn.org.uk TSN is generously hosted by the John Innes Centre. TSN supports the campaign for “Norwich: city for science”.


2. The John Innes Centre, Norwich, UK is an independent, world-leading research centre in plant and microbial sciences with over 800 staff. JIC is based on Norwich Research Park and carries out high quality fundamental, strategic and applied research to understand how plants and microbes work at the molecular, cellular and genetic levels. The JIC also trains scientists and students, collaborates with many other research laboratories and communicates its science to end-users and the general public. The JIC is grant-aided by the Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council. http://www.jic.ac.uk/
3. WIMRC, based at the University of Warwick, is a provider of innovative solutions to industry, supporting some of the most advanced research, development and training projects in the world.

4. The schools sending students to this pilot project which is funded by the BBSRC Science in Society programme are: Acle High School; Heartsease High School; Hethersett High School; Litcham High School; North Walsham High School; Sir John Leman High School (Beccles);
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